The Alchemist




Pre-Reading Research Activity: Gallery Walk
Prior to reading Paulo Coelho’s novel, The Alchemist, it is important to have a general understanding of the location, themes, and ideas presented in the novel. This information will help you put the events of the novel in context and help illuminate many of the novel’s themes.
You will research one of the following topic areas. Your job is to find answers to the questions indicated for your topic and to present that information in poster form. Your poster should include appropriate photos, illustrations, graphics, charts, etc. In addition to presenting the “facts,” it should be visually appealing. The poster should be standard poster board size.
On the day the posters are due, you will present your poster as it will be a part of our “gallery” of posters on different topics.  Your job on that day will be to explain your poster thoroughly and accurately to the students in class. Be prepared to answer any questions that your classmates may have.
TOPICS

*Under each topic there is a list of resources. Depending on your topic, you may find the following web sites helpful. This is by no means an exhaustive list. You should, of course, expand your search to other web sites, encyclopedias, books, etc. to find the most complete, accurate information necessary.

Paulo Coelho

Research the author’s life. In addition to the typical bio stuff (birth, place, education, parents, other writings…) find out what life experiences inspired and/or influenced his writing of The Alchemist. What other pieces of literature inspired the novel? Read Coelho’s Introduction to The Alchemist and outline what he says are the Four Obstacles.
http://www.paulocoelho.com.br/engl/
http://www.harpercollins.com/authors/1858/Paulo_Coelho/index.aspx
Pages 181-197 of The Alchemist
Melchizedek

In the novel The Alchemist, King Melchizedek helps the boy begin his journey. Who was King Melchizedek? For what is he known? (See Hebrews 5: 6-10 and 7:2-3,15, and Genesis 14:18)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melchizedek
http://www.ucg.org/booklets/WG/melchizedek.htm
Zen Buddhism/Principle of Favorability (Shoshin)
What are the primary teachings and practices of Zen Buddhists? Be sure to discuss the importance of meditation. What is the principle of favorability? How does this concept relate to Zen Buddhism?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoshin
http://zenchillcom.blogspot.com/2007/01/how-to-have-beginners-luck.html
Alchemy
Research the definition, history and processes of alchemy and its influence on our understandings of current medicine and chemistry. During your research, highlight the similarities and differences of the alchemical process/beliefs from Christian, Indian, and Islamic cultures as a means of both material and spiritual transmutation.  
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761561083/Alchemy.html
http://alchemylab.com/history_of_alchemy.htm
http://historymedren.about.com/od/alchemy/p/alchemy.htm
Synchronicity/Omens
Much of the action in The Alchemist hinges on the right interpretation of omens, signs, and meaningful coincidences, which the Swiss psychologist Carl Jung termed synchronicity. Research synchronicity, omens, signs, and coincidences and how they play a role in modern society. 
http://skepdic.com/jung.html
http://www.crystalinks.com/synchronicity.html
http://www.roman-empire.net/religion/superstitions.html
Allegory and Fable
The Alchemist is an allegory written in the format of a fable. Research and explain what an allegory is and provide examples of well-known cultural allegories. Also explain the concept of alchemical allegories. In addition, provide a definition for and characteristics of a fable. Be sure to explain how fables differ from other forms of allegories such as parables. Finally, why might an author choose to write allegories and/or fables?
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegory
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-an-allegory.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fable
Divination

Santiago is guided by omens which appear to him throughout his journey to help him decide which course he should take. At one point, he is given a pair of stones, Urim and Thummim, to use as a divination tool. Research these two famous stones and explain how they have been/are to be used. (See Exodus 28:30, Numbers 27:21, Deuteronomy 33:8, and Ezra 2:63) Research two other types of divination from the following list:  tarot cards, I ching, runes, scrying/crystal gazing, tea leaves, Bibliomancy, astrology, or ouija board. How does the type of divination work? What function does divination play for those faced with indecision? 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divination
http://www.themystica.com/mystica/articles/d/divination.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urim_and_Thummim
Islam
The Islamic faith/religion is mentioned in The Alchemist. Research the components of the religion including its historical origins and central beliefs. Answer these questions: What are the Five Pillars of Islam?  What is the Koran? What is Mecca? Who is Allah?
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761579171/Islam.html
http://islam101.com/dawah/pillars.html
http://i-cias.com/e.o/mecca.htm
Taoism and Chinese Alchemy
Elements of Taoism philosophies are sprinkled within the story of The Alchemist. Research Taoism’s guiding philosophies and teachings as well as the Five Elements. Connect those philosophies to Chinese Alchemy and its main purpose and process. Describe the differences between Internal Alchemy and External Alchemy. How does Chinese Alchemy differ from Western versions of alchemy?

http://taoism.about.com/od/taoism101/p/Intro.htm
http://taoism.about.com/od/daojiadaojiao/a/daojia.htm
http://www.goldenelixir.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_alchemy
Dreams
Dreams play a large role within The Alchemist. Throughout the novel, Santiago will play close attention to the dreams he has and what that says about his journey. Research the basic theories of Freud’s and Jung’s dream analysis theories, highlighting similarities as well as differences. 
http://www.freudfile.org/psychoanalysis/dream_interpretation_and.html
http://dreaminterpretation.freudfile.org/
Locations

Santiago starts his journey in Spain and then goes to the pyramids to find his treasure. Research three geographical settings from the novel where Santiago travels: Andalusia (Spain), Tangiers (Morocco), and the Egyptian desert. Give us the basics of where these places are, the culture, and any significance they have.
http://www.andalucia.org/modulos.php?modulo=Index&nuevoidioma=eng
http://www.andalusia.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tangiers
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/easterndeserta.htm
The Emerald Tablet and The Philosopher’s Stone/Elixir of Life
Coelho integrates several alchemical ideologies within the text of The Alchemist. Research two of those elements, the Emerald Tablet and the Philosopher’s Stone/Elixir of Life, which appear in novel. 
http://www.crystalinks.com/emeraldprefacebw.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerald_Tablet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher's_stone
http://www.crystalinks.com/philosopherstone.html
Soul of the World

The ancient Latin term for this concept is “anima mundi.” Explore the concept of “Soul of the World” as different religions and philosophies define it. Research those religions and what they believe the “Soul of the World” is.
http://www.answers.com/topic/soul-of-the-world
http://www.crystalinks.com/alchemye.html

*We will be in the computer lab to research for 2 days. 
*On ____________, you will need to bring materials to class to put together your poster! YOU NEED TO SUPPLY THE POSTER BOARD!!! 
This project is worth 50 points.  Grades will be based on accuracy, thoroughness, and quality (neatness, creativity, etc.) of the poster as well as the presentation of the poster. You are also required to take notes during the presentations and gallery tour.

