Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Period Study Guide

Read pages 16-31 of your textbook and answer the following questions.

Historical Background

1. The Anglo-Saxon Period lasted from _______ to ________.

2. The Medieval Period lasted from _______ to __________.

3. When and how did the British Isles enter recorded history?

4. Where did Britain get its name?

5. During Rome’s occupation, how did Britain change?  Why did Rome abandon Britain?  

6. What was the Heptarchy?

7. How did England get its name?

8. What was the Battle of Hastings and its outcome?

9. Beginning with William the Conqueror through the Middle Ages, choose at least 3 monarchs and describe at least 2 interesting/historical facts about their reign.

10. What was The Hundred Years’ War and its outcome?

11. What was the Wars of the Roses and its outcome?

Literary History

1. What was the runic alphabet and what was it used for?

2. How was Anglo-Saxon literature written and spread?

3. By 690, all of Britain was nominally Christian; How did Christianity affect literacy?

4. Who was Caedman? Bede? Chaucer?
5. What was the language of the Church?

English Language History

1. How was Old English developed?  How is it different from Modern English?  What was Old English’s most valuable characteristic?

2. How was Middle English developed?

Vocabulary/Literary Terms







comitatus

exhortation
inference
druids


wyrd


morality plays

epithets
frame story
epic poems

chivalry

romances

kennings
alliteration
lyric poems

epigram

scops/bards

caesura

wergild
couplet


satire


inference
