Beowulf 
Study Guide

Grendel

1. What makes Grendel so impatient and angry with the humans at the hall?
2. Who were Grendel’s earliest ancestors? 
3. What is the name of Hrothgar’s hall?
4. What does Grendel do when darkness comes?
5. How long did the hall remain empty because of the fear of Grendel?
6. Who or what did Grendel never touch? Why?

7. What does the phrase “hoping for Hell’s support” reveal about the people during Beowulf’s time?

Beowulf

8. How many Geats came to help Hrothgar?
9. Beowulf spends some time giving the Danes a rundown of his resume so to speak. What heroic deeds has he accomplished?

10. Beowulf insists on fighting Grendel without weapons. Why do you think this is so important to him? Do you think it is a good idea? Why or why not?

11. What service did Hrothgar perform for Beowulf’s father Edgetho?

The Battle with Grendel

12. What did Grendel do to the first Geat he came across? Who was the second Geat he took hold of? Up to this point, Grendel has easily killed his human victims. Why might he be trying to run away from Beowulf?

13. Why can no men’s weapons hurt Grendel?

14. Describe Beowulf and Grendel’s battle. What hangs from the rafters? Why do you think so?
15. Why do you think Beowulf offers to help another tribe in spite of the danger?

16. What elements or characteristics of an epic can you find so far? Be sure to include the poem’s lines.

Grendel’s Mother

17. Grendel’s mother then pays a visit to Herot. What two items does she take? Why?
18. What sort of place is the lair of Grendel’s mother? Describe it.
The Battle with Grendel’s Mother
19. How long had Grendel’s mother ruled the waters? How long did Beowulf sink before he reached bottom? What do you suppose this represents?

20. This time Beowulf uses weapons against Grendel’s mother. What weapons fail him? What weapons save him?
21. What does Beowulf “long for” when he fights Grendel’s mother? What does this reveal about the Germanic cultures’ values?

22. Describe the giants’ sword. What does Beowulf do with it?

23. After killing Grendel’s mother, he looks for Grendel’s body. What does he do when he locates it? Why do you think he does this?

24. While Beowulf is battling Grendel’s mother underwater, what are the wise old warriors doing? What do they think has happened?

25. What happened to the blades of the swords when they came in contact with the monsters’ blood?
26. What items does Beowulf take from the lair?

27. Does Grendel’s mother’s behavior seem as wicked or unreasonable as her son’s behavior? Explain.

Beowulf’s Last Battle

28. In this battle, Beowulf fights what creature? Why is the creature so angry?

29. What was Beowulfs’ final boast? What does he seek?
30. What did Beowulf know for the first time in his life? Why do you think he continues to fight?

31. What did his “brave and noble” warriors do? Why?

32. Who was Wiglaf? How is he unlike Beowulf’s other subjects?

The Death of Beowulf

33. Where is Beowulf wounded?
34. What view of fate does the image of the unwinding string convey?

35. How long has Beowulf ruled? What has not been produced?

36. What societal values are reflected in Beowulf’s speech (ll.747-755)?

37. Beowulf says, “I have sold my life for this treasure, and I sold it well.” Why does he feel this way? Do you agree? Explain.

38. What request does Beowulf make of Wiglaf? What does he give Wiglaf?

39. After Beowulf’s death, Wiglaf confronts the other warriors. What does he say to them? In what sense are they traitors? What have they betrayed?

Mourning Beowulf
40. How long did the Geats work on the tower? What was sealed in the walls? What else was left?

